Finding your way...
Search places listed using Google Maps for more detail and their current hours!
These are just 12 of many places in Winona that feature this art form in their
architecture or decor. Enjoy your self guided tour in any order you choose.

Glorious Glass
WINONA’S

Please note not all
sites are open or
available to tour
every day.
Check the sites’ hours
as you plan your trip
around town.

Cathedral Crafts
Cathedral Crafts Studios of Stained Glass designs and creates new stained glass windows and
restores historical stained glass windows for churches nationally.

Window Locations

Winona is home to several Stained Glass Studios (Not open for public tours)

Your guide to
some of the amazing
sites in Winona
highlighting our
stained glass
heritage!

Willet Hauser
A significant part of the history of stained glass industry in the United States over the past 100
years belongs to Willet Hauser Architectural Glass, Inc.™, the largest stained glass enterprise
in North America. The firm, located in Winona, Minnesota, specializes in the design, fabrication,
restoration and protection of leaded stained glass and faceted glass windows.
Reinarts Stained Glass Studios
In 2004, Winona’s Conway Universal Studios of Stained Glass joined forces with, Reinarts Stained
Glass Studios, another local studio. The modern designs of Conway Universal Studios is a good fit
with the traditional designs of Reinarts Stained Glass.

VisitWinona.com

Plus many other smaller artist studios!
WinonaHistory.org

Saint Martin’s Lutheran Church
The present church was constructed in 1886. In 1956, with
their pastor as the lead designer, the beautiful stained glass
windows were added which depict both the Old and New
Testament story from creation to crucifixion through eternity,
peace, freedom, and remembrance.

First Congregational Church
First Congregational Church of Winona was organized in 1852
and formally established on December 19, 1854. The present
building was dedicated in 1882. A second floor and kitchen
addition were built in 1929. Our beautiful 14-foot diameter
Rose Window was funded in part by the Sunday School children
though their weekly offerings in 1880. Church records indicate
that the Rose Window was designed by Tiffany. The cathedralstyle large windows were also built in 1880, and altered in 1919
by The Linden Company of Chicago. A very large stained glass
skylight installed, in 1881 and subsequently enlarged in 1919,
admits abundant light to the Fireside Room. William Laird Bell, J.
A. Prentiss, Ward Lucas and their descendants were major donors
for all the stained glass at First Congregational Church. In 1952
Laird Chapel was built to honor Francis Laird Bell and Maude
Laird Prentiss. Its art glass was fabricated by Willet Studios of
Philadelphia. All recent restoration work on the church’s stained
glass windows has been done by Willet Hauser Architectural
Glass. First Congregational Church has beautiful examples of
Victoria opalescent stained glass and Art Nouveau glass. All of
the windows use obscure glass.

Chapel of Saint Mary of the Angels
The Chapel of Saint Mary of the Angels was completed
in September, 1925. The architecture is Northern Italian
Romanesque. The interior decoration of the basilica-style
chapel has been in progress since 1949. In keeping with the
chapel’s name, angel figures predominate. Stained glass
windows, including a Rose Window in the main entrance,
and mosaics, installed in 1952 and 1953, were designed
by the noted German artist Anton Wendling. In rich blue,
green, red, and gold the beautiful sanctuary mosaics and
majestic angels of the jewel-like stained glass combine simplicity of design with powerful expression; they are in the
modern spirit and yet reminiscent of Early Christian Art.

First Baptist Church
First Baptist is often referred to as the “church with the
beautiful stained glass windows.” Made by the Wells Glass
Company of Chicago, these were installed at the time of
the building’s construction in 1888. Pews are arranged in
a semi-circle and are virtually surrounded by the colorful
stained glass. The top halves of the windows are circular in
design, with the large central circles surrounded by eight
smaller ones. Twelve rectangular panels compromise the
bottom portions of each window. The three large windows,
plus all the side windows of the chapel and tower, were
installed at a total cost of $700.

Central Lutheran Church
The windows of Central Lutheran Church are quite light compared to the deep and dark mystic colors found in
many church windows. This is done here due to the absence of large windows in either the front or rear of the
church; the artist designed the windows to admit light. Rectangular sections of glass are used purposely to set forth
the symbols of the church. Designed by Eugene Marggraff and executed by Conway Universal Studios of Winona,
they interpret the light of God shining through the major manifestations of God in the Old and New Testaments. The
church was dedicated in 1954.
Merchants Bank
The original 1911 Merchants Bank structure was designed in the Prairie School Architecture style by William Purcell
and George Elmslie, a student of Louis Sullivan. It is essentially a cube of brick, glass and terra cotta details. The
opalescent glass walls and skylight that dominate the interior were produced by Mosaics Art Shops of Minneapolis.
Opalescent Glass has the same design and color on both sides and has a milky effect. Today, few glassmakers still
make opalescent glass primarily due to the toxicity of the chemicals needed to execute the complex process. The
skylight was restored in a 1972 renovation by Universal Studios of Stained Glass in Winona
and is now sealed with artificial lighting installed behind it.

Explore...

The Basilica of St. Stanislaus Kostka
In every direction your senses are filled with the beauty of stained glass windows. Two rose windows and numerous
scenes representing the lives of the saints surround the circular interior. These are prime examples of Eastern European religious art – entirely appropriate for a congregation founded by Polish immigrants. The beautiful dome of
above calls attention to one of Winona’s leading landmarks and also pays tribute to the pioneering people who
built the church in 1894-95.
Watkins Administration Building

Watkins Manor House

The Watkins Administrative Building was completed in 1911.
George W. Maher, the noted Chicago architect, directed
the interior to be finished with the richest of marbles, mosaics, gold, and mahogany. Above the central entrance are the
lunettes of leaded art glass, gorgeous in quiet colors, and
depicting the famous Sugar Loaf of Winona. Be sure to notice
the skylights too.
Make your way around to the Store and Museum off of Third
Street. Mention the Winona County Historical Society and
25% of your purchase will be donated to them!

Paul Watkins, the nephew of J.R. Watkins, became the second
president of the Watkins Company after the untimely death of
his uncle in 1911. With his new found wealth, Paul commissioned
well-known Boston architect Ralph Adam Cram to design his new
mansion. The construction of the house began in 1925 and took
nearly four years to complete. Much of the stained glass in the
house was collected by the couple on their travels. The windows
found throughout the house are highlighted by heraldic stained
glass medallions, some dating back to the 16th and 17th century. The panes of azure, lavender and amber tints surrounding
the inserts originated in Netherlands greenhouses, where their
colors controlled the admission of light.

Wesley United Methodist Church

Winona County History Center

The windows of the nave and chancel of Wesley United Methodist
Church were built in the early 1960s as part of a new sanctuary
after a fire in 1962. They were designed by Mrs. Odell Prather of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and they were executed by Conway
Universal Studio of Winona. The windows are made of faceted slab
glass in epoxy and mosaic gold. The chancel’s “Glory Window” depicts the ever-living Christ, the true Vine, in Glory and surrounded by
the Heavenly Host of Angles, archangels, counselors, cherubin and
seraphin and the redeemed. Depicting the early life of Christ, the
nine windows around the nave begin with the Nativity group on the
south side near the chancel and end with the Ascension window on
the north side. In addition, be sure to step into the Norton Chapel.
Handmade antique glass adorns it.

Winona National Bank
Winona National Bank’s historic downtown office was
constructed in 1916. Designed by George Maher, the
renowned Chicago architect, who also designed the
Watkins Administration Building. The bank is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. The stained glass
windows were designed by Maher and created by
Tiffany Studios of New York City. The opalescent art
glass has clear Prairie School influences, featuring a
lotus pattern and rectangles. The motif of rectangles
within rectangles is repeated throughout the building’s
interior, in the marble walls, windows, bronze work, and
even the furniture. The skylight above the 50 foot atrium
is composed of blue and white leaded glass. Check out
their great museum on the upper levels!

The Winona County History Center contains multiple stained
glass windows, but the main one is the Ruth Lucas Memorial window. It’s design represents Winona County through a series of
meaningful images. In 1985, the window, designed by
Edward Glubka, and fabricated by Conway Universal Studios
of Stained Glass, was installed. Standing tall in the center of
the window is Princess Wenonah, representative of the Dakota
maiden lover’s leap legend, from whom the town is named after.
In Dakota, Winona means first born daughter. Surrounding her
are images that represent Winona’s history, agriculture, industry,
business, government, education, recreation, and religion. Also,
in one of the armories original windows in the lobby is a stained
glass window depicting East Burns Valley, the main highway
leading into Winona during territorial and early statehood
days. Others can also be found throughout the museum building
including the main entrance!

